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Scott Turow
Honorary Doctor of Humane Letters, Honoris Causa 
Scott Turow has spent much of his adult life illuminating the legal process as it relates to ethical human behavior. The university confers 
this honorary degree in recognition of the broad scope of his work as a writer, a lawyer, and a public servant.
Mr. Turow graduated from Harvard Law School with honors and has practiced law in Chicago for over thirty years.  As an Assistant United 
States Attorney he was lead government counsel in a number of the trials connected to Operation Greylord, a federal investigation of 
corruption in the Illinois judiciary. As a partner with the law firm of Dentons (formerly Sonnenschein, Nath & Rosenthal), an international 
law firm, Mr. Turow has specialized in criminal defense work.  
Mr. Turow is a writer and a teacher of writing.  In 1970 after graduation from Amherst with high honors, he received an Edith Mirrielees 
Fellowship to the Stanford University Creative Writing Center, which he attended from 1970 to 1972. From 1972 to 1975, Mr. Turow 
taught Creative Writing at Stanford, as E.H. Jones Lecturer.
In 1977 his account of his experiences as a first year law student – “One L” – was published and is still widely read by students who have 
followed him.  
Mr. Turow is admired internationally as the creator of ten best-selling novels, which began with the publication of “Presumed Innocent” 
in 1987 and continues with the publication of  “Identical” in 2013.The Times of London wrote “Turow’s prose is beautiful and his 
observations, particularly the perceptions of small-scale human vulnerabilities, can take your breath away.”
In his novels, he uses law in a way that explores modern life’s ambiguities in regard to justice and morality. He has won a number of literary 
awards, including Time Magazine’s Best Work of Fiction in 1999 and the Heartland Prize in 2003. 
Mr. Turow has also had a committed career as a public servant.  The success of his novels allows him to devote a significant amount of 
time to pro bono work, helping those who are underserved gain access to the same legal expertise as those who are able to afford it. As 
a prominent example of this he represented Alejandro Hernandez in the successful appeal that preceded Hernandez’s release after nearly 
twelve years in prison – including five on death row – for a murder he did not commit.
Mr. Turow served as one of fourteen members of a special commission appointed by former Governor George Ryan to recommend 
reform of the state’s capital punishment system, lowering the risks of convicting the innocent.  In 2003 he wrote Ultimate Punishment, a 
reflection on the death penalty which received the Robert F. Kennedy Center for Justice and Human Rights 2004 Book Award. 
He was the first chair of Illinois’ Executive Ethics Commission which was created in 2004 to regulate executive branch employees in the 
Illinois State government. 
For his dedication to justice in his legal and his literary careers and for his devotion to a multitude of philanthropic causes, the Board of 
Trustees is proud to award Scott Turow the degree of Doctor of Humane Letters, honoris causa, and to welcome him to our community 
of inspirational scholars, artists, and educators.  
